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Y cmammi po3assi0atombCs MOC/II00BHUKU BUOAMHO20 y4eHoe20 npogecopa O.I. /libepmaHa, sKi BUkiadasu Ha
Kaghedpi cmamucmuku ma 3po6usiu Be/IUKUll BHECOK y Cy4YaCHI EKOHOMIYHI peghopMu i 6idHec-0csimy 8 YKpaiHi ma

Y IHWUX KpaiHax CxioHoi €sponu.

Knrouosi cnosa: 6i3Hec-ocsima, O.I. JlibepmaH, noc/iido8HUKU, cmamucmuyHi Memoou 00CIOXeHHS BUPOOHU-

ymasa, eKoHOMI4YHi pechopmu.

B cmambse paccmampugaromcsi nocsiedosamesiu Bbidarouje2ocs y4eHo2o npogpeccopa E.I. /lubepmaHa, npe-
rodagasuiue Ha kagheope cmamucmuKu U BHecwue 60/1bWol BK/1ad B COBPEMEHHbIE IKOHOMUYECKUE peghopMbl U
b6U3Hec-o0bpa3zosaHue 8 YkpauHe u 8 dpyaux cmpaHax BocmouHoli Esponibl.

Kntouesnblie cnosa: 6usHec-obpasosaHue, E.I. J/lubepmaH, nocsedosamesiu, cmamucmuyeckue Memodsb! uc-

¢/1e008aHUsI NPoU3B800CMBa, IKOHOMUYECKUE PeChOPMbI.

Problem statement. The XX century is charac-
terized by the further development of the practical
and scientific activity of statisticians. It was related
to the growth of productive forces and requirement
in objective data for the organization of practical
activity in the area of management and planning. At
the beginning of the century, mathematical statistics
developed swiftly, and its framework was actively
used in practice. In the second half of the century,
development of production becomes more difficult
and socio-economic processes — more varied. This
put new more difficult tasks before practical statis-
tics; statistical thought takes part in their solution.
A great number of works devoted to the discussion
of major questions of improvement of statistical
methodology and application of statistical methods
of research of production appear at this time.

Analysis of recent research and publica-
tions. Theoretical, practical, and also social issues
of research of statistical thought of prominent sci-
entist, Professor E.G. Liberman became basic
themes in works of such well-known economists as
V.V. Hlushchenko [1, p. 127-131], H.V. Kovalevskyi,
V.M. Selivanov [2, p. 13, 29-31; 3], S.U. Oleinik
[4, p. 280-284], and others. However, all these works
are devoted mainly to the research of E.G. Liber-
man'’s scientific thought and there is no even hint
on the study of works of his students and followers.

The aim of this article consists in the fact that,
on the basis of analysis of present scientific histor-
ical sources, official records, facts, and available
statistical data, to form a system idea about nature
and character of the functioning of statistical thought
of followers of prominent economist E.G. Liberman.
All of them brought in a ponderable contribution to
the development of business education in Ukraine.

The main research results. A series of academic
statisticians, following the way of E.G. Liberman to
modern economic reforms and business education
in Ukraine and other countries of the world includes
such scientists of the Kharkiv National University
as Z.L. Zhytnytskyi (1911-1987), V.V. Spivakova
(1924-1995), I.V. Semeniak (1935-2011), V.M. Seli-
vanov (1929-2013), and A.V. Syvokon (1931-2017).

Liberman Evsei Grigorievich (1897-1981) was
born in Podolsk gubernia, with top marks finished
gymnasium and Kyiv University, Faculty of Law.

In 1920-1923, he worked in Soviet state institu-
tions. Liberman E.G. organized and headed a lab-
oratory of production analyses; initiated opening
the first in the USSR machine station for industrial
calculation. In 1940, he defended a thesis of Can-
didate of Economic Sciences.

In 1947-1950s, E.G. Liberman headed the
Research Laboratory of Economy and Planning
of Engineering Production of Kharkiv Institute of
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Engineering Economics, which launched a broad
research program in factories of the city and the
region. In 1956, E.G. Liberman defended a thesis
of Doctor of Economic Sciences; the subject of
his thesis is “Ways to Improve the Profitability of
Socialist Enterprises”.

In 1962, Professor E.G. Liberman wrote a res-
onant article “Plan, Profit, Bonus”, which gave a
way to an all-country discussion about changes in
economic mechanism and finally led to economic
reform of 1965. The concept, which is laid in the
basis of suggested changes, was a reduction of
the volume of directive targets, definition of stan-
dards for long-lasting, increasing the role of such
indicators as profit and production efficiency.

The name of Professor E.G. Liberman and
ideas of the reform were very popular abroad, par-
ticularly in the USA. His portrait was published on
the cover of The Times, many foreign economists
and journalists came to Kharkiv University espe-
cially to meet Professor E.G. Liberman.

He lectured in our University, Faculty of Eco-
nomics, Statistic and Accounting Department from
1963 until 1981. In 1970, Pr. E.G. Liberman pub-
lished a book “Economic Methods of Increasing
the Efficiency of Social Production”, which was
reprinted in many countries, as well as a number
of other works [5]. He always supported the idea
of integration of science and teaching and imple-
mented it in his practical work [6]. A powerful school
of talented researchers was formed around Profes-
sor E.G. Liberman. He was a great authority in his
field and much respected among professionals.

Zhytnytskyi Zinovii Lazarevych (1911-1987)
was born in Krasnohrad, Kharkiv region. He gradu-
ated from Kharkiv Institute of Planning, his major —
Industrial Economy and Planning. In 1932-1937,
he worked in the State Planning Committee of
Kharkiv region. At the same time, he lectured at
the Institute of Planning and in 1939 was appointed
as the Dean of the Faculty of Industrial Planning.

In the 1940s, Zhytnytskyi Z.L. was Assistant
Chairman in Kharkiv Regional Planning Commit-
tee. He never stopped his pedagogical work and
taught planning at the Institute of Soviet Trade.

From 1948, Zhytnytskyi Z.L. dedicated his activ-
ity to full-time teaching at Kharkiv State University,
Faculty of Economics. In 1950, he defended his
Ph.D. thesis on “Reconstruction and Development
of Cooperative Industry in Kharkiv Region in Post-
War Five-Year Plan”.

From 1953 until 1974, Zhytnytskyi Z.L. perma-
nently headed the Department of Statistics and
Accounting at Economic Faculty of Kharkiv Uni-
versity. Being a person of extensive knowledge
in his field, possessing wisdom and tolerance as
leader and organizer, being a talented lecturer,
Zinovii Lazarevych was unanimously elected over
a period of 19 years as the Head of Statistics and
Accounting Department.

Zhytnytskyi Z.L. contributed a lot to analysis and
estimation of industrial enterprises’ operation, fur-
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ther improvement of planning and statistical meth-
ods. Among his works are: “The Efficiency of Work
at Industrial Enterprises. Statistical Indexes” (1973)
[5], “Socialist Competition at Industrial Enterprises.
Indexes and Final Estimation” (1977).

Particularly should be mentioned students’
respect and love towards Zhytnytskyi Z.L. His
every lecture was an amazing journey to the world
of knowledge of such an interesting and important
branch of science as economics.

Spivakova Valentina Vasilevna (1924-1995)
was born in Moscow, in a doctor’s family. In 1941,
she entered Moscow Institute of Finance and
Credit, but because of the war, finished only one
year and left it for work. In the 1950s, in connec-
tion with marriage, moved to Kharkiv and became
a student of Kharkiv Institute of Soviet Trade. After
the graduation, she came to work as a lecturer in
Kharkiv State University, Faculty of Economics.
The faculty was located at that time in the historical
building of architect Beketov (nowadays — Nature
Museum).

Inthe early 60s inthe USSR, the issues of further
economic development were of particular interest,
so, there were permanent discussions about new
economic reforms. Quite popular also was a theory
of rapprochement of 2 economic models: capitalist
and socialist. Its essence was to take the best from
each system and to create the most efficient model
of economic development. For example: to use
planning in the capitalist system and to introduce
profit index in a socialist economy.

One of the chief economists who suggested
introducing profit indicator to estimate operating
efficiency was Professor E.G. Liberman. In 1963,
he began to lecture in Kharkiv University, Statis-
tics and Accounting Department. With his arrival,
the scientific-research work in the faculty revived.
The team of the Department carried on numerous
researches at many enterprises of the country with
the aim to define the most correct and useful indi-
cators for an accounting of the efficiency of given
enterprises.

Spivakova V.V., one of the first, in 1966 defended
her thesis on these new indicators. Together with
her colleges, she wrote several articles and edu-
cational aids on up-to-date topics of statistic inves-
tigation [5, 6]. Her whole working life was con-
nected with the Department; Spivakova V.V. was
respected by her colleagues and students.

Semeniak Inna Vladimirovna (1935-2011) was
born in Voronezh in a family of employees. In 1958,
she graduated from Kharkiv State University, Fac-
ulty of Economics, and worked as an economist
at leading machine-building factories of Kharkiv. In
1970, Semeniak I.V. came to work to Kharkiv Uni-
versity, Department of Statistics and Accounting.
Her career began from a postgraduate student,
under scientific guidance of Professor E.G. Liber-
man (1970-1973 years), followed by the defence
of the Doctoral thesis in 1988 and soon after — the
rank of Professor of Economic Sciences at the
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Department of Statistics and Accounting. Scientific
and pedagogical activities of Semeniak 1.V. have
always been innovative and exploratory; she was
the author of numerous special teaching courses
(such as Philosophy of Marketing, Strategy of Mar-
keting, Methods of Teaching Marketing, and many
others. Semeniak I.V. proved the necessity to
organize a new department on the Faculty of Eco-
nomics of Kharkiv University — the Department of
Marketing and Management of Foreign Activities;
selected the new team of lecturers and headed the
new department during 1998—-2011.

The team of Marketing and Management of For-
eign Activities Department continues to develop
the ideas and traditions laid by 1.V. Semeniak. In
a contemporary educational model of international
management lies the strategy of European integra-
tion of Ukraine and the professional competence of
our graduate students.

There were published over 120 scientific, ped-
agogical, and methodical works written by pro-
fessor Semeniak, including 2 monographs and
2 textbooks, approved by the Ministry of Higher
Education of Ukraine [7, 8]. A number of theses
by Semeniak I.V. were presented at international
conferences: Project Ecozone and Health for Ana-
lysing Information (Vienna, 1991), Marketing of
Goods: Feedback Statistics (Warszawa, 1992),
Modelling of Regional Marketing Information Sys-
tem under Conditions of Passing to Market Econ-
omy for Ukraine (Geneva, 1996).

As a member of the Specialized Council
for Doctoral and Candidate Theses, she pre-
pared 10 Candidates of Economic Sciences:
Berezan-Kyshchenko E.I., Bolotnaia O.V., Bonda-
renko N.V., Gogitidze G.I., Kataev A.V., Oberemok
S.V., Rakhman M.S., Mangushev D.V., Mozgovaia
G.V. Today all of them work successfully in higher
educational system of Ukraine [7; 9; 10; 11; 12].
Semeniak’s teaching motto was: “Show by your
own example.” She devoted much attention to her
younger colleges and talented students.

Selivanov Vladimir Mikhailovich (1929-2013)
was born in Krasnohrad region, in a peasants’ fam-
ily. In 1931, his parents moved to Kharkiv to partic-
ipate in the construction of Kharkiv Tractor Factory.
His childhood was darkened by the war, parting
with parents, evacuation. Despite all the difficul-
ties, he finished school with a silver medal and in
1948 became a student of Kharkiv State Univer-
sity, Faculty of Economics. In 1953, Selivanov V.M.
graduated from the University with top marks, his
major — “Planning of National Economy” and, as a
postgraduate student, continued further his studies
at the Department of Statistics and Accounting.

All his knowledge and abilities Selivanov Vladi-
mir Mikhailovich devoted to pedagogical activities.
In the 1950s, he lectured at Kharkiv branch of All-
Union Correspondence Financial Institute and at
the Economic Department of Kharkiv Higher Party
School. From 1960 — Senior Lecturer at the Depart-
ment of Industrial Economics in UZPI.

In 1963, after defending his thesis, Seliva-
nov V.M. was awarded Ph.D. in Economics and
in 1967 the rank of Associate Professor. At the
same time, Vladimir Mikhailovich comes to work at
KSU, the ties with which he never stopped. The
sphere of his scientific interests was wide: he did
researches in statistics of industry and statistics of
social economics, took part in scientific-practical
conferences, wrote dozens of articles and mono-
graphs. Selivanov V.M. devoted much attention to
young specialists’ training.

From 1985 to 2003, Selivanov V.M. headed
the Department of Statistics and Accounting. In
2002, in co-authorship with Professor Kovalevskyi
G.V., Vladimir Mikhailovich published a textbook
“Statistics of Foreign Countries” [3]. Due to high
professional qualities and executive talent, Seliva-
nov V.M. was one of the distinguished members
in a row of prominent scientists and lecturers of
V.N. Karazsin Kharkiv National University.

Syvokon Antonina Vasilievna (1931-2017) was
born in Kharkiv, in workers’ family. With excel-
lent marks, she finished school and Credit and
Accounting Technical College. In 1955, Syvokon
was enrolled at Kharkiv University, the Faculty of
Economics. After graduation from the University,
Syvokon A.V. worked as senior economist at the
Kharkiv Regional Department of Statistics and, at
the same time, lectured at the College. In 1964,
Antonina Vasilievna began to work as a full-time
lecturer at the Faculty of Economics in Kharkiv
University.

She finished postgraduate courses and,
under the guidance of Pr. Liberman, successfully
defended her thesis on the subject: “Economic
and Statistical Study of Unit Cost at Enterprises of
Sugar Industry”.

Syvokon A.V. took an active part in the life of the
Faculty: participated in the work of scientific con-
ferences, published over 80 articles, reports, and
research papers in many branches of the econ-
omy, but sugar industry remained always her major
field of study.

From 1973 till 1985, Syvokon A.V. successfully
headed the Department of Statistics and Account-
ing of the Faculty of Economics and managed to
create a friendly and efficient team of teachers,
highly estimated by the University’s authorities.

Syvokon A.V. devoted much attention to the
training of highly-qualified professionals for the
Kharkiv Regional Department of Statistics.

From 1985 to 2002, Syvokon Antonina Vasilievna
successfully continued scientific-pedagogical activ-
ity in the position of Senior Lecturer at Department
and always was firmly convinced that training and
education of young people are very good and nec-
essary work!

Conclusions. A considerable place in the
history of the development of statistical thought
belongs to the representatives of the so-called
academic statistics, i.e. to the representatives of
those scientific forces that are engaged in issues
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Table 1
Subjects of thesis researches of teachers of the Department of Statistics
of the Kharkiv National University [11, p. 160]
Full name Theme of candidate or doctoral thesis Year
Liberman Ways to Improve the Profitability of Socialist Enterprises 1956
Evsei Grigorievich (Doctor of Economic Sciences)
Zhytnytskyi Reconstruction and Development of Cooperative Industry 1950
Zinovii Lazarevych in Kharkiv Region in Post-War Five-Year Plan (Candidate of
Economic Sciences)
Spivakova Statistical and Economics Methods of Estimation of 1966
Valentina Vasilievna Operating Efficiency of Industrial Enterprises (on the
Example of Enterprises of Sewing Industry) (Candidate of
Economic Sciences)
Selivanov Issues of Improvement of Accounting and Labour Statistics 1963
Vladimir Mikhailovich at Engineering Enterprises (A Case Study of Machine-
Building Enterprises) (Candidate of Economic Sciences)
Syvokon Economic and Statistical Study of Unit Cost at Enterprises 1970
Antonina Vasilievna of Sugar Industry (Candidate of Economic Sciences)
Semeniak Product Quality Statistics at the Industrial Enterprise 1973
Inna Vladimirovna (Candidate of Economic Sciences); Product Quality
Management Methodology (Doctor of Economic Sciences) 1988

of the theory of statistics and special courses con-
ducted in higher educational establishments. Actu-
ally, academic statistics was folded only by the end
of XIX century that is confirmed by the appearance
of a row of works of a theoretical character, where
the theory of statistics as a special field of scientific
knowledge finds its authentic ground. Academic
statistics in the process of development was pre-
sented by many widely ramified directions.

Kharkiv School of Economics and Statistics
engaged in one of the directions presented by the
reformers of industrial production, including the fol-
lowers of E.G. Liberman — lecturers of the Depart-
ment of Statistics of V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National
University such as Z.L. Zhytnytskyi, A.V. Syvokon,
V.V. Spivakova, V.M. Selivanov, I.V. Semeniak, and
also the author of the article that was the last grad-
uate student of the prominent scientific reformer.

Generalized directions of statistical researches
of teachers of the Department of Statistics under
the direction of E.G. Liberman are presented in
Table 1.

All these advanced studies are united by the
fact that their main methodological feature was

the application in economic researches of such
effective statistical instrument as a correlation and
regression analysis that is still now used success-
fully by our young scientists when preparing candi-
date theses.

The main idea of E.G. Liberman and, accord-
ingly, his followers, was: to give economic freedom
to enterprises, as government control reduces the
labour productivity. In fact, this was s suggestion
to move to self-supporting basis and enter market
elements in the blinded soviet economy.

During the last twenty years, the search for new
forms of organization of production, sources of
resource provision and sales markets, establish-
ing new economic ties, marketing channels, and
supply chains continue at enterprises of Ukraine,
because the old ones appeared destroyed.

Continuing traditions of E.G. Liberman and his
followers, it is necessary to intensify statistical
researches on the issue of production organiza-
tion in modern complicated conditions not only in
V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University but also in
other higher education institutions with economic
faculties.
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